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Call for participants

Expressions of interest are invited for teams of four from each NSSN member university.

We seek dynamic teams of thinkers, coders, makers, scientists and entrepreneurs that are full of energy and 
great ideas. Teams must have no more and no less than 4 members, with one appointed Team Captain and one 
appointed Team Spokesperson (this person will spend a lot of their time on the expo floor explaining what  the 
team is up to with sponsors, mentors and the 35,000 conference delegates passing through). We particularly 
encourage diverse teams so please think about ways you can include a diverse crew of hackers on your team!

Teams must be made up of currently enrolled students at your university only. That could be undergrad, 
postgrad or PhD but must be currently enrolled. Teams must be willing and able to commit to three full and 
intense days in Darling Harbour across 29-31 October 2019. There will also be a Q+A session in mid-October in 
the lead-up to the DataHack.

CEBIT registration, food and refreshments will all be included in team registration but teams will be expected to 
fund their own accommodation if required.

Whether you have your team of four already made up or you are an individual looking to join a team, please 
contact your local NSSN Coordinator for the local process for team selection:

Across three action-packed days on the CEBIT 2019 expo floor, the NSW Smart Sensing Network will host a 
Hackathon that will showcase some of the brightest science & technology minds in a varsity-style challenge. 

Teams from the 9 leading universities across NSW & the ACT will compete for the title of champion and $5,000 
in prize money!

University NSSN Coordinator Email

ANU Robin Fieldhouse Robin.Fieldhouse@anu.edu.au

University of Canberra Ian Drayton ian.drayton@canberra.edu.au

Macquarie University Mark Berlage mark.berlage@mq.edu.au

UNSW Anthony Morfa a.morfa@unsw.edu.au

University of Newcastle Mark Flynn mark.flynn@newcastle.edu.au

University of Sydney Stephen Lam stephen.lam@sydney.edu.au

UTS Arno Schaaf Arno.Schaaf@uts.edu.au

University of Wollongong Sally McNeill sallymc@uow.edu.au

Western Sydney University André Urfer A.Urfer@westernsydney.edu.au



What is the challenge?

Teams will hack their way through a big data challenge to come up with solutions that could solve 
our biggest urban challenges with customer-centric, trans-sector, heterogenous sensing data-driven 
approaches. The aimis to transfer your data thinking into a customer-centric product or service that 
they can touch, feel and enjoy.

The twist is that we will only let you know the actual challenge on the first day of the DataHack! It will 
be a fun journey full of sensing data, user activity data and data privacy considerations.

The data used will be supplied by real-world government and industry partners facing genuine 
challenges. Throughout the course of the DataHack, teams will benefit from support and guidance 
from esteemed academic, government and industry mentors and judges.

What is CEBIT?

CEBIT is Australia’s largest biztech conference and exhibition, 
showcasing the dynamic merger of business and technology 
and future trends that will transform and disrupt industry, 
drive economic growth and change the future of work The 
expo will attract over 35,000 delegates across 3 days at the 
Sydney International Convention at Darling Harbour. For more 
information, visit https://www.cebit.com.au

Key Dates

27 September - Deadline to submit Expression of Interest (team or individual) to local NSSN Coordinator        

4 October - Deadline for university submission to NSSN                                                              

15 October - DataHack information session

29-31 October - NSSN DataHack @ CEBIT



What is the NSSN?

The NSW Smart Sensing Network (NSSN) is a 
consortium of the nine leading universities across 
NSW & ACT. With funding from the NSW government, 
the NSSN brings together expertise in academia, 
industry and government to position NSW and 
Australia as a global leader in smart sensing 
innovation.

Where can I get more information?

Email the DataHack Marshall Dr Zhitao Xiong at zhitao.xiong@nssn.org.au or 
contact the NSSN Coordinator at your university.

Proudly funded by

Sensors, by their very nature, detect and measure the world around us, 
allowing pre-emptive and predictive responses in a vast range of settings. 
Sensors are already part of our daily lives, found in even the most basic 
technology in our homes, oces and cars. It is the next generation of sensors, 
known as smart sensors, where the exciting discoveries lie, and which 
willshape our future economy and society. 

Being the driving force behind theInternet of Things, Industry 4.0 and Smart 
Cities, sensors will push theboundaries of automation, AI and robotics that will 
revolutionise the way wegrow food, generate energy and make things. How 
we make use of theenormous amounts of data that sensors emit can ensure 
smart sensing informs valuable decision-making that will impact industry & 
society.


